
Eugene Omar (E. O.) Goldbeck  (1892-1986) 

Known as the “unofficial 
photographer of America’s 

military,” E.O. Goldbeck conducted 
photographic tours to all the 

major military installations in and 
outside of the United States.  He 

pushed the limits of his craft by working with 
ever larger groups in striking designs of living 
emblems.  For his largest group shot, in which 

21,675 men were arranged to represent the Air 
Force insignia (then also known as the “Henry 

‘Hap’ Arnold star).  He spent more than six 
weeks at Lackland Air Force Base building a 
200-foot tower and making blueprints of the 

formation and attire of his subjects. The 
correct distribution of personnel proved 

important in that the advent of color 
photography remained more than a decade 

away.  The resulting photograph, taken on 19 
July 1947 was subsequently featured in Life 

magazine and became the most frequently 
reproduced of his prints. 
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